
5 OVER THE TOP
Waves equal to half the surge height 
or more would top the surge water 
and could overtop levees on the 
south shore of Lake Pontchartrain 
and around Chalmette.
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STAFF GRAPHIC BY DAN SWENSON

FIRST TO GO1
Unprotected areas 
in Plaquemines 
Parish could flood 
first Monday.

THE BETSY SCENARIO2
Hurricane force winds are 
projected to top levees in eastern 
New Orleans, pushing water into 
the 9th Ward, the Michoud area 
and even into Mid-City.

SLIDELL SOAKED3
Large parts of Slidell 
could be inundated by 
10-11 foot storm surges.
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6 GOING ASHORE
As Katrina moves inland 
and the winds come from 
the north, the high Lake 
Pontchartrain waters 
could stream across St. 
Charles Parish and turn 
east along Airline 
Highway into Kenner.

4 PUMPED-UP LAKE
Easterly winds in advance of the 
storm could pump water from 
Lake Borgne and from Breton and 
Chandeleur sounds into Lake 
Pontchartrain, raising the lake’s 
surface by 12 feet.

LSU scientists took projected tracks of Hurricane 
Katrina on Saturday evening and produced a 
frightening scenario: A wall of water surging in from 
all sides pushing up against the urban levees. Wave 
action is seen topping levees in Kenner, eastern New 
Orleans and along the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet.
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Source: Surge data from LSU Hurricane Center
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